THE   DANISH   WAR
the number of some 30,000 and accompanied him
on his anti-Russian campaign. The Russians did
not wait for invasion. They advanced into East
Prussia and fought two great battles in the region
south of Konigsberg. The first, at Eylau (February
7th), was drawn; but in the second, at Friedland
(June I4th), they were decisively defeated. The Tsar
Alexander sued for peace, and Napoleon agreed to
meet him. In order to ensure complete secrecy the
meeting was arranged to take place on a raft moored
in the middle of the frontier-river Niemen, near
Tilsit (July 1807). Secrecy was indeed desirable,
for the results of the meeting were startling and
momentous. In several respects they suggest com-
parison with the results of the Moscow meeting of
1939 between Stalin and the representative of his
fellow-dictator Hitler. For in each case they in-
dicated a complete volte face on the part of one of
the principals. The autocrat of All the Russias had
hitherto exhausted the resources of both the Slavonic
and the Romance languages in denunciation of the
self-created pseudo-emperor of the French, Now,
as soon as he had reached the raft and had established
his equilibrium thereon, he greeted his former bete
noire with cordiality, saying: 'I hate the English as
much as you do/ To which welcome words
Napoleon replied with much geniality: 6In that
case peace is made/
As a matter of fact much more than peace was